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THE POWER OF THANKSGIVING

By Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau

"Be joyful always; pray continually;
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus." (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18)

(1) Thanksgiving Can Make Our
Hearts More Humble

Consider the word pray. A true
prayer consists of a very important
ingredient which is called humility. Without
a humble heart, a person will never pray to
God. That is why we always say let us bow
our heads when we pray together. Unless we
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are willing to bow our heads before God, we
will never say a true prayer to him in our
hearts. Then, how can we have a humble
heart? A humble heart comes from a
thankful heart. If we truly realize that all is
by grace and that we do not deserve
anything, we will humble ourselves before
God and give thanks to him from the bottom
of our hearts.

I have been in this country for over
30 years and I have found that people today
do not observe Thanksgiving Day with a
thankful heart as the people did 30 years
ago. Why? Maybe things are going too well.
Sunny days and mountain peaks always
encourage our foolish pride. Today,
sophisticated self-sufficiency has become a
part of our modern society. The
me-philosophy drives away our humility. Our
pride slays thanksgiving.

I read an old story about how the
Americans gave thanks to God in the old
days. A farmer named George said a long
thanksgiving prayer on Thanksgiving Day
every year. Once a friend came from a
foreign land to visit him on Thanksgiving
Day, and as usual, George said a long
thanksgiving prayer before the dinner. His
friend was so bored because he was an
atheist, so he asked George: "George, I
don't see the reason why you should give
thanks o an unseen God. Look! You work so
hard everyday. I don't see God helping you.
You have done all these things by yourself."

The Light of Coral Springs Page 3
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"Sir" the farmer answered seriously:
“"Maybe I look stupid to you, but deep in my
heart, I know I came to this world
empty-handed. The Lord gave me land and a
home. The Lord gave me seed, rain, sunshine
and good health to do my job. That is why I
give thanks to him."

Here we can see a thankful heart
helps us feel everything is grace. A thankful
heart discovers blessings in what others
overlook. Most important of all,
thanksgiving can make our hearts more
humble.

(2) 'Thanksgiving Can Make
Our Worship More
Meaningful

About 500 years BC, the
Israelite people refurned to their
homeland from Persia. The first
thing they did was to rebuild their temple,
so they could have a place to worship the
Lord. After laying the foundation, they
gathered together to praise the Lord and
give thanks to him. The young generation
who did not suffer praised the Lord with
great joy, but the old generation who had
suffered a lot gave thanks to the Lord in
tears. This touching scene is recorded in
Ezra 3:11-13. These Israelite people had
worshipped God throughout their lives, but
none of their previous worshipping was more
meaningful o them than this one, because
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they worshipped the Lord with a thankful
heart.

According to National &
International Religion Report dated March
18,1996, 82 percent of Americans today
call themselves Christians, but only 37
percent go to church regularly. Church
attendance has fallen to its lowest level in
the history of America. But we thank God
that our church is growing. One of the
reasons is that our brothers and sisters
come to worship God with a thankful heart.

In the past 30 years, I have seen many of

our brothers and sisters come not

e joyfully. When T asked them why
x: they are so happy, they said:

good fo me. He is absolutely

Dy (. ‘ 'rP
Nagfrs "Pastor Lau, because the Lord is so
A4

trustworthy. I am so thankful
today." Thanksgiving certainly can
make our worship more meaningful.

(3) Thanksgiving Can Make
Ourselves More Faithful

In Ephesians 6:5-7, the Apostle Paul
is Talking to those who are slaves but have
converted fo Christianity. We can apply this
truth into our services toward God and our
fellow mankind. We were slaves of sin. We
had no hope and no God, but Christ set us
free with his blood and accepted us into his
family. If we truly experienced the
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transforming power of Christ, we will be
willing to serve him more faithfully.

Near the end of the civil war, a
southern landlord said to one of his slaves:
"Joe, the war is almost over now. I set you
free. You are no longer my slave. Thank you
for your faithful service in the past."

"Master, do you mean I can do
anything I want?" Joe asked.

"That is right!" The landlord replied:
"You can do anything you want and go
anywhere you like."

"Master," Joe answered: "Then, I
want to stay and serve you, because you
have been so nice o me and I am very
thankful for your kindness."

From that day on, with a thankful
heart, Joe served his master even more
faithfully until he died. Thanksgiving can
make ourselves more faithful to our master
Jesus Christ and his house.

There is power in thanksgiving. Let us
cherish this power in our hearts forever as
we cherish it today.
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President's Thanksgiving Day 2004
Proclamation
By the President of the United States
of America

November 23, 2004

All across America, we gather this week
with the people we love to give thanks to God for
the blessings in our lives. We are grateful for our
freedom, grateful for our families and friends, and
grateful for the many gifts of America. On
Thanksgiving Day, we acknowledge that all of
these things, and life itself, come from the
Almighty God.

Almost four centuries ago, the Pilgrims
celebrated a harvest feast to thank God after
suffering through a brutal winter. President
George Washington proclaimed the first National
Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, and President
Lincoln revived the tradition during the Civil War,
asking Americans to give thanks with "one heart

and one voice." Since then, in times of war and in
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times of peace, Americans have gathered with
family and friends and given thanks to God for our
blessings.

Thanksgiving is also a time to share our
blessings with those who are less fortunate.
Americans this week will gather food and clothing
for neighbors in need. Many young people will
give part of their holiday to volunteer at homeless
shelters and food pantries. On Thanksgiving, we
remember that the true strength of America lies in
the hearts and souls of the American people. By
seeking out those who are hurting and by lending
a hand, Americans touch the lives of their fellow
citizens and help make our Nation and the world a
better place.

This Thanksgiving, we express our
gratitude to our dedicated firefighters and police
officers who help keep our homeland safe. We are
grateful to the homeland security and intelligence
personnel who spend long hours on faithful watch.
And we give thanks for the Americans in our
Armed Forces who are serving around the world
to secure our country and advance the cause of
freedom. These brave men and women make our
entire Nation proud, and we thank them and their
families for their sacrifice.

On this Thanksgiving Day, we thank
God for His blessings and ask Him to continue to
guide and watch over our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W.
BUSH, President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and laws of the United States, do

Americans to gather together in their homes and
places of worship to reinforce the ties of family
and community and to express gratitude for the
many blessings we enjoy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have
hereunto set my hand this twenty-third day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand
four, and of the Independence of the United States
of America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.
GEORGE W. BUSH

THANKSGIVING DAY 1789
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA -
APROCLAMATION

Whereas it is the duty of all nations to
acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to
obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and
humbly to implore His protection and favor; and
Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their
joint committee, requested me "“to recommend to
the people of the United States a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to
establish a form of government for their safety and

hereby proclaim Thursday, November 25, 2004, as happiness:"
a National Day of Thanksgiving. | encourage all
Nov. 2005 The Light of Coral Springs Page 9
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Now, therefore, | do recommend and
assign Thursday, the 26th day of November next,
to be devoted by the people of these States to the
service of that great and glorious Being who is the
beneficent author of all the good that was, that is,
or that will be; that we may then all unite in
rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks
for His kind care and protection of the people of
this country previous to their becoming a nation;
for the signal and manifold mercies and the
favorable interpositions of His providence in the
course and conclusion of the late war; for the great
degree of tranquility, union, and plenty which we
have since enjoyed; for the peaceable and rational
manner in which we have been enable to establish
constitutions of government for our safety and
happiness, and particularly the national one now
lately instituted' for the civil and religious liberty
with which we are blessed, and the means we have
of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and,
in general, for all the great and various favors
which He has been pleased to confer upon us.

And also that we may then unite in most
humbly offering our prayers and supplications to
the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech
Him to pardon our national and other
transgressions; to enable us all, whether in public
or private stations, to perform our several and
relative duties properly and punctually; to render
our National Government a blessing to all the
people by constantly being a Government of wise,
just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and
faithfully executed and obeyed; to protect and
guide all sovereigns and nations (especially such
as have show kindness to us), and to bless them

Nov. 2005
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with good governments, peace, and concord,; to
promote the knowledge and practice of true
religion and virtue, and the increase of science
among them and us; and, generally to grant unto
all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity
as He alone knows to be best.

Given under my hand, at the city of
New York, the 3d day of October, A.D. 1789.
G.Washington
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